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THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1)[3 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 30 March 2005 . 
2a)S This action is FINAL. 2b)n This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for fomial matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) 13 Claim(s) 1 '5.7-1 7 and 19-39 is/are pending in the application, 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) 13 Claim(s) 15-17 and 19-26 is/are allowed. 

6) 13 Claim(s) 1.2.4.7-14.27.29 and 31-39 is/are rejected; 

7) 13 Claim(s) 3.5.28 and 30 is/are objected to. 

8) n Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) 0 The specification is objected to by the Examiner, 

10) S The drawing(s) filed on 03 May 2004 is/are: a)^ accepted or b)n objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing{s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

11) 0 The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action orfomi PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12) 13 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
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1 ,S Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 
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application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

The indicated allowability of claims 6 and 16 is withdrawn in view of the Examiner's 
finding and interpretation of a "slit" as it relates to element (3 1 1) of Chein et al., and the slit's 
relationship to a fastener sliding along the slit. The rejections of claims 6 and 16 are based on 
the same reference applied in the first Office Action as provided below. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 

4 

basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 2 1(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1, 2, 4, 7, 8, 12, 27, 29, 3 1-33 and 37 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 6,517,129 to Chien et al. ("Chien" hereinafter). Referring to 
claim 1, Chien discloses a folding frame (see Fig. 3) with a rotatable hook (see Fig 10), 
comprising an upper body (22), a lower body (21), a fixing device (1) disposed on the upper 
body (22), a hook (63) rotatably coupled to the lower body (21), wherein the hook is unhooked 
from the fixing device when the hook is rotated into the lower body and the hook is engaged with 
the fixing device when the hook is rotated out fi"om the lower body (see col 6, Unes 8-15), and a 
fastener (4/6) for rotating the hook opposite to the lower body. It should be noted that the 
Examiner contents that the "fastener" of Chien is a two-part "fastener," i.e., comprising elements 
4 and 6 (see Figs. 10, 1 1 and 14 and the corresponding specification). Chein also discloses the 
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folding frame having a slit (3 1 1), wherein the fastener (i.e., element 4) sUdes along the slit for 
rotating the hook. See Figs. 4 and 6 and the corresponding specification. 

Referring to claim 27, Chien discloses a folding frame (see Fig. 3) with a rotatable hook 
(see Fig 10), comprising an upper body (22), a lower body (21), a fixing device (1) disposed on 
the upper body (22), a hook (63) rotatably coupled to the lower body (21), wherein the hook is 
unhooked from the fixing device when the hook is rotated into the lower body and the hook is 
engaged with the fixing device when the hook is rotated out from the lower body (see col. 6, 
lines 8-15), and a fastener (4/6) for rotating the hook opposite to the lower body (see Fig. 10 and 
the corresponding specification), the fastener (i.e., element 6) comprising a shaft (62), wherein a 
first end of the shaft (i.e., the lower end) is coupled to the hook, and a spring (64), wherein a first 
end of the spring is coupled to a second end of the shaft (i.e., the upper end). See Fig. 10. 

Referring to claim 2, Chien discloses a folding frame wherein the fastener (i.e., element 
6) comprises a shaft (62), wherein a first end of the shaft (i.e., the lower end) is coupled to the 
hook, and a spring (64), wherein a first end of the spring is coupled to a second end of the shaft 
(i.e., the upper end), see Fig. 10. 

Referring to claims 4 and 29, Chien discloses a folding frame, wherein a first end of the 
latch pin is coupled to a second end of the spring (see Fig. 1 1) and a second end of the latch pin 
is exposed outside the lower body (see Fig. 14). 

Referring to claims 7 and 32, Chien discloses a folding frame, wherein the fixing device 
(i.e., element 4) comprises a magnet (415), and the hook (63) comprises a magnetic metal. See 
Fig. 4 and col. 6, lines 14-15. 
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Referring to claims 8 and 33, Chien discloses a folding frame, wherein the upper body is 
a display module and the lower body is a system module. See Fig.. 3 and the corresponding 
specification. 

Referring to claims 12 and 37, Chien discloses a folding frame, wherein the frame is 
notebook computer. See Fig. 3 and the corresponding specification. 

Referring to claim 3 1, Chien discloses a folding frame, further comprising a slit (311), 
wherein the fastener (i.e., element 4) slides along the slit for rotating the hook. See Figs. 4 and 6 
and the corresponding specification. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC§ 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 9, 10, 1 1, 13, 14, 34-36, 38 and 39 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Chien in view of U.S. Patent No. 6,628,509 to Kono. Referring to claims 9, 
1 1, 34 and 36, the portable computer of Chien inherently teaches the system module comprising 
a central processing unit, a memory module and a bus interface for receiving and/or outputting 
signals from/to another system. Chien does not teach the system module including a wireless 
module for transmitting signals wirelessly. Kono teaches providing a system module (see Fig. 6 
and the corresponding specification) with a wireless module for transmitting signals wirelessly. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
to provide the system module of Chien with a wireless module, as taught by Kono, since the 
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device of Kono allow would allow for the utilization of wireless technology that is common 
place in today's computer systems. 

Referring to claims 10 and 35, Chien discloses a folding frame as claimed, except for the 
lower body being a display and the upper body being a system module. It has been held that 
rearranging parts of an invention involves only routine skill in the art (see In re Japiske, 86 
USPQ 70). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention to rearrange the display and system module of Chien as needed, since this 
arrangement would be more useful when the hinge (21 1) of Chien allows for backward rotation 
beyond 1 80 degrees. 

Referring to claims 13 and 38, Chien discloses a portable PC (2), wherein the upper body 
(22) is a display module, the upper body connected (sic) to the lower body (21) rotatably and 
with the fixing devices (1) set on both sides. See Fig. 4 and col. 6, lines 30-39. Chien does not 
teach the display module comprising a touch panel. Kono teaches providing a portable PC (1), 
wherein the display (2) comprises a touch panel (see Fig. 10 and the corresponding 

< 

specification). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
to modify the display module of Chien to include a touch panel, as taught by Kono, since the 
device of Kono would provide the portable PC of Chien with a greater variety of data input 
methods, i.e., stylus pen units, etc. 

Referring to claims 14 and 39, Chen discloses the folding frame as claimed, except for 
the device being an electronic translator. Kono teaches providing a folding frame for an 
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electronic device, including an electronic translator (see Fig. 8 and the corresponding 
specification). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
to modify device of Chien to include an electronic translator, as taught by Kono, since the device 
of Kono would allow the device of Chien to be used during trips to foreign countries to translate 
words and/or calculate foreign currency equivalents. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 3 and 28 a are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base 
claim and any intervening claims. The reasons for allowance relate to the specific limitation of 
the spring moving the shaft (i.e., the shaft is not stationary) for rotating the hook, in combination 
with the rest of the elements or steps, is not taught or suggested by the prior art references. 

Claims 5 and 30 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would 
be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim 
and any intervening claims. The reasons for allowance relate to the specific limitation of the 
second end of the latch pin being connected to a knob, wherein the hook is rotated forward when 
the knob is moved, in combination with the rest of the elements or steps, is not taught or 
suggested by the prior art references. 

Claims 15-17 and 19-26 are allowed. The following is an examiner's statement of 
reasons for allowance: referring to claim 15, as indicated above, the prior art references, alone or 
in combination do not teach the specific limitation of the second end of the latch pin being 
connected to a knob, wherein the hook is rotated forward when the knob is moved. Claims 16, 
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17 and 19-26 depend, either directly or indirectly, from claim 15 and are therefore allowable for 
at least the same reasons. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

Response to Arguments 

The Examiner appreciates the applicant's correction of the claims 13 and 25, as well as 
applicant's comments regarding claims 10, 1 1, 22 and 23. As such, the objections to these 
claims have been withdrawn. 

Furthermore, applicant's arguments, March 30, 2005, with respect to claims 3 and 28 
have been fully considered and are persuasive. The rejection under 35 U.S. C. 102(e) has been 
withdrawn. 

« 

Applicant's arguments filed March 30, 2005 relating to claims 1, 2 and 27 have been fully 
considered but they are not persuasive. As indicated above, the Examiner contends that Chien 
discloses a two-part "fastener," i.e., comprising elements 4 and 6 (see Figs. 10, 1 1 and 14 and the 
corresponding specification), wherein the fastener (i.e., element 6) comprises a shaft (62), 
wherein a first end of the shaft (i.e., the lower end) is coupled to the hook, and a spring (64), 
wherein a first end of the spring is coupled to a second end of the shaft (i.e., the upper end), see 
Fig, 10. 
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Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1. 136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications fi'om the 
examiner should be directed to Anthony Q. Edwards whose telephone number is 571-272-2042. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (7:30-3:00) First Friday Off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lynn D. Feild can be reached on 571-272-2800, ext. 35. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this appUcation or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or PubUc PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

June 16, 2005 
aqe 




